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Bible Study in Connection with Organizations for Christian Work. 

Situation. — There are in this country, in connection with the Young Peo- 
ple's Society of Christian Endeavor, the Epworth League, the Baptist Young 
People's Union, the King's Daughters, and the Young Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union, two million young people. Two-thirds of these are vir- 
tually pledged to read their Bibles every day. It is safe to say that as large 
a proportion as this have the consciousness that they ought to study their 
Bibles. As a matter of fact, they do not study their Bibles, because they do 
not find the material sufficiently interesting, because their time is too fully 
taken up with other things, and because there is no widespread sentiment 
among them in this connection. All of these societies are based chiefly upon 
the principle of Christian work — the doing, rather than the being. Sooner or 
later their interest must flag and their numbers decrease, unless a constantly 
increasing source of power is placed in their hands. If a progressive course 
of Bible study could lie back of all their work, it would have a sufficiently 
solid basis. 

These young people are ready for such a course, provided it can be one 
which will meet their requirements and limitations. 

The Institute club courses have been tried, to some extent, by a few of the 
members of these organizations. The results show that the work, as it has 
formerly been marked out for them, is too difficult ; it requires too great an 
expenditure of time ; it presupposes a larger interest in the subject than 
exists ; it is too expensive. 

After three years of consideration and experiment, the Institute has there- 
fore decided that one course, which is adaptable to all these organizations, 
shall be prepared ; that this course shall be followed each year by a new 
course, giving in four or five years a complete outline study of the Bible, but 
so arranged that each course shall be complete in itself, and any year can be 
the first year to those coming in for the first time. From the point of view of 
the organizations, this course must (a) require an expenditure of not more than 
fifteen minutes a day ; (b) the necessary cost per member must be not more 
than fifty cents a year ; (c) it must require no stringent examinations ; (d) its 
work must come within the nine months from October to June, in order to 
accommodate itself to the working year of the organizations ; (e) the subject 
must be attractive ; (f) there must be a social element, which will permit the 
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gathering of the members in clubs for concerted work. From the standpoint of 
the Institute, this course must be (a) an inductive study, however simple ; (b) it 
must allow a progressive series of courses, covering the Bible in some logical 
order ; (c) it must have an element answering to the examination principle. 

It is therefore proposed for the first year to outline a course of study upon 
the Life of Christ. 

The only material which shall be required for the use of students or of a 
club, besides the Revised Version of the Bible, shall be a small book upon 
Palestinian geography, the smaller Cambridge Bibles upon the Four Gospels, 
and a brief volume upon the Life of Christ. All students shall pay an annual 
fee of fifty cents to the Institute. They shall receive in return a monthly 
examination paper, which shall be of the nature of memoranda, rather than a 
genuine examination, the questions upon which students shall be urged to 
answer from memory, but not required to do so, and upon which they may 
receive criticism by the payment of a double fee. At the end of the year all 
persons having sent in the requisite number of papers during the year shall 
receive a certificate. 

In addition to the examination questions, the Institute will provide each 
member with a direction sheet, containing general directions for Bible study, 
the use of the note book, etc., and all such other helps in the way of pamph- 
lets, maps, pictures, etc., as the Institute shall be able to provide. In con- 
nection with the plan, provision will be made for a traveling collection of 
Palestinian pictures and curios which will throw local coloring upon the study 
of the Life of Christ. Persons in Jerusalem have already been communi- 
cated with in regard to making the collections. Lecture courses can also be 
arranged for. They may be upon some special phase of Christ's life or teach- 
ing, and may be illustrated with the stereopticon. 



